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CIVIL SOCIETY, CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND VOLUNTEERING,  
INTERCULTURAL WORK  

Civil society is a theoretical concept that can be deɲned as a space between the state, the free 

market and private life, which is designed for free association and communication between people. Civil 

society is composed of civil society organizations (often called non-governmental organizations, or NGOs) 

that represent its organized part as well as less formal forms/manifestations of individual and group as-

sociation, such as social movements, public gatherings, civic initiatives, etc. 

Civil society organizations are very diverse. They can be active in many areas, such as environmental 

protection, social services, health care, human rights, humanitarian assistance, leisure activities, and 

more.  
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Civil society organizations (for example, associations, foundations, clubs, etc.) can play a number 

of useful roles in a society, e.g. advocacy, innovation, provision of services, community building, support 

of pluralism and solidarity, and others. Civil society as a whole is also an important part of the democrat-

ic state. Not only because civil society oϜers citizens an opportunity to express their opinions, but 

also because it can be a watchdog and opponent of the state and economic power if the rights and free-

doms of citizens are oppressed. 

Civil society in the Czech Republic is relatively advanced, although it is still going through certain devel-

opment. ϥn 2016, there were 130,000 civil society organizations in the CR, in comparison with 1989, 

when there were only 537 (Czech Statistical Oʛce). Organizations are also often grouped according to 

their functions into service-oriented, advocacy, and philanthropic organizations. Larger organizations 

can perform several functions simultaneously. 

Types of NGOs in the CR according to their function 

Service-oriented Social care, health care 
Education and research 
Humanitarian assistance and charity 
Culture 
Development and humanitarian 
assistance 

not membership-
based (in most 
cases) 

Advocacy Environment protection 
Human rights protection 
Promotion of equality and non-
discrimination 
Minority rights protection 
Animal protection 
Consumer rights protection 
Fight against corruption, etc. 
Cultural activities 

membership-based 
or not membership-
based 

Hobby and 
leisure time 

Sport 
Free time 
Bee keepers, hunters, gardeners 
Community associations 
Other 

membership-based 

Philanthropic Provision of grants and donations not membership-
based (in most 
cases) 


